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The fourth novel from acclaimed, award-winning author Ginny L. Yttrup. When betrayal's flames explode,
can Jessica Weaver preserve what matters most?

As a fire archeologist, preserving Yosemite National Park’s natural and cultural resources is Jessica’s job. As
a wife and mother, preserving her family’s legacy is her obsession. But when she discovers her husband’s
infidelity, betrayal’s flames threaten her family and all she’s fought to protect.

Haley Weaver, a sophomore in high school, is a daddy’s girl. As she enters the throes of first love, timid yet
intrigued, Haley also discovers her father’s affair. Stunned and broken, Haley flees into the wilds of
Yosemite National Park. If she can’t trust her father, how can she trust her boyfriend—or even love itself?

When wildfire breaks out and Haley is missing, Jessica fears the worst. In a race against time, she searches
for her daughter as she deals with the magnitude of what her husband’s affair may cost her family. How can
she go on if she doesn’t find Haley in time?

And what will Jessica do to preserve the legacy that matters most?
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13 of 13 people found the following review helpful.
The Best Novel of 2015 -- Hands Down!
By Susanne Lakin
From the first page, you will be swept away by this stunning portrayal of a marriage in crisis. Like a spark
that grows into a conflagration, Jess's unease about her husband Chet's behavior and words flares into flames
of pain and shock as she forces herself to admit the unthinkable.

In the midst of this turmoil, Haley, their teenage daughter, is also fighting to understand herself and her place
in her family and the world. Upon learning of her father's selfish betrayals, she runs away and into grave
danger. Both mother and daughter abhor conflict and can't find the inner strength to stand up and speak out
for what they need and the outrage they feel. But the time has come to stand and face the fire.

Jessica is so much like many women. She loves Chet. She honors her marriage and family. She doesn't want
to rock the boat. But what do you do when your boat's been capsized? Jessica has tough decisions to make
that will impact not only her but her daughter.

This novel is beautiful. Set in the Yosemite area, the story has layers of symbolism and metaphor. California
is on fire, and while fire destroys, it also burns the underbrush to ash so that new life can sprout. Ginny
Yttrup parallels the outer and interior dangers--dangers of being scorched and burned. Her characters are
thrown into the crucible and face a fire that might destroy them as the landscape around them burns.

If you read only one novel this season, make it Flames.You won't avoid being scorched yourself, but you
will be glad for it. There is victory and healing at the end of the journey.

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful.
This is a story birthed in love, and I am certain many lives will be ...
By Kimfurd
“What once was, is no longer.” (p. 54)

Ginny Yttrup’s latest novel, Flames, deals with a tender subject, the complexities of life – seen from multiple
angles and multiples generations, as the flames of infidelity burn through a family. Jessica Weaver is a fire
archaeologist who preserves the effects of wildfire on all areas of life. When infidelity blazes through her
family, she is forced to take a close look at the motivations of her own life choices and examine the steps that
brought her to this defining moment.

The desire to preserve her family unscathed is thwarted when her teenage daughter, Haley, also discovers her
father’s infidelity. She chooses to run from the problem, creating another layer of firestorm that overlies the
circumstances facing her parents.

While Haley flees to the wilderness, Jessica flees to her father, and Ted, becomes the lens through which we
view the perspective of the parent who shepherds and supports his daughter through a trial not unlike one he
walked through in his own marriage decades earlier. The faith and grace displayed through Ted and his wife
Cretia, is a poignant reflection of God’s grace and mercy to His children no matter what trial they are facing.

This is Ginny Yttrup’s first self-published novel, and it was written from a heart’s desire to help people take
a long hard look at the destructive consequences of careless choices. But, more than that, it is a novel that
walks through the scorched earth of the heart and finds hope and healing through the searing flames of
infidelity.



The words are rich, and carefully woven together so the reader is able to feel the pain, the terror, the
hopelessness and the strength that is born out of such a trial. I’ve walked this journey in my own life, and I’ll
confess there were times I just snot-sobbed over my book and had to lay it down and physically grieve
through the pain of my own life circumstances. But, once on the other side of this novel, I felt stronger and
more purposeful about my future than I’ve felt in years! SUCH HEALING was found in the pages of this
novel for me!! This is a story birthed in love, and I am certain many lives will be saved and changed through
reading this novel!

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful.
Good Story, but Frustrating to Read
By patrick e bates
"Flames" by Ginny L. Ytrrup

Okay, I confess, ...I've liked Ginny Ytrrup ever since I read "Words". I became a huge fan and devoured her
novels as soon as I could. I enjoyed "Invisible", too, but not as much as "Words". Still.... For all that
devotion, you'll notice that I only gave this novel 4-stars. I had thoughts of rating it only 3-stars. Why?

Ginny Ytrrup seems to be hung up on writing in the first-person. And worse, she has several characters
narrating their own parts of the story. Several characters, writing in the first-person, in various parts of the
story, makes the story difficult for an easy, enjoyable experience. A first-person account, from only one
perspective, is okay, though I'm not a big fan. But from three or more characters? Yes, I followed the story,
but it was frustrating. Because of the switch of which-person-narrative, the story didn't flow well as it should
have.

"Flames" ultimately was a good, entertaining novel. But while reading it, there was a underlying frustration,
a nagging feeling, that I did not overly enjoy. If you can read first-person narratives, from several differing
points of view, you might enjoy it. I hope you do. I want the author to be encouraged to continue to write.
But I also hope she reads this review and understands my objections to the narrative style.

Patrick
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